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70:  The trigger elevations could move up or down.  Appropriate environmental compliance would be performed.

71:  If the California Alternative were selected, the tiers described in Chapter 2 of the FEIS would be implemented.

72:  See response to Comment 57-69.

73:  Yes.  A correction has been made.





74:  Comment noted.






75:  The Secretary currently considers a number of factors consistent with the Long Range Operating Criteria to determine, on an annual basis, whether or not surplus conditions exist in the Lower Basin.  This process (the No Action Alternative for the purpose of the Interim Surplus Criteria EIS) provides less certainty with regard to surplus determinations than the action alternatives under consideration.  See FEIS Section 2.2.5 for information regarding the baseline used for analysis in the FEIS, as well as response to comment 11-9 and 57-5 for additional information. 


76:  Effects from the use of Colorado River water outside of the river corridor is beyond the scope of analysis necessary to determine the potential effects of interim surplus criteria.  Also, see response to Comment 56-4.





77:  See response to Comment 67-12.
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78:  Additional explantion has been added to Section 3.3.4.5.




79:  The US Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for developing the flood control operation plan for Hoover Dam and Lake Mead pursuant to 33 CFR 208.11.  Please refer to these regulations for a more detailed description of the Corps flood control and space building operations.  Specifically, space building releases can be as high as 29,000 cfs while releases to meet downstream demands are typically less than 20,000 cfs.  Lake Mead is typically lower in the summer as increasing downstream demands are met.  This should not be confused with the space requirement, which in effect sets an upper limit on the storage at Lake Mead.

80:  Yes.  This is the modeling assumption used for all alternatives and baseline.  Flood control releases occur when the hydrologic inflow, combined with the storage in Lake Mead, results in releases (in excess of downstream demand) necessary to meet the flood control regulations.  Flood control releases occur in approximately 35% of the traces in 2007 and in 22% in 2016, under baseline conditions (see Figure 3.16-1).


81:  Reclamation does not have the authority to modify the system space requirements (Table 3.3.2).  As described in Section 3.3.3.3 and Attachment J, a minimum space of 1.5 maf is required at Lake Mead for flood control.





82:  See response to Comment No. 57-10.


83:  In the FEIS, the Flood Control Alternative includes implementation of the California Colorado River Water Use Plan.  See response to Comment No. 37-11 for additional discussion.


84:  The referenced statement and paragraph is appropriately located under Section 3.3 - Modeling and Future Hydrology.




